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Urbanization as a global trend: causes and consequences

Abstract. Since ancient times, cities have been places of attraction for people, the center of
thought and innovation. The Industrial Revolution and subsequent industrialization noticeably
accelerated the movement of people from rural areas to cities. The emergence and development of
the Internet and technology have turned the rapid growth of cities into a real boom. Today, cities
are the centers of the social, economic, political, and cultural life of their countries. This article
attempts to explain and assess the scale of urbanization, as well as to predict its further course.
The article examines the process of urbanization that has acquired a planetary scale over the past
few decades. The object of the study is considered a global trend. The concept is reflected that in
the future the city will become the main model of human settlement. The theory that urbanization
directly correlates with economic growth, thereby being its main driver, is considered. The causes
and consequences, both positive and negative, of the considered process are investigated. The
article, in particular, considers and typologies of urbanization in Kazakhstan. In addition, the
article analyzes and compares the growth rates of the urban and rural populations both in the
world as a whole and in Kazakhstan, in particular.

Keywords: wurbanization processes, urban population, urban growth, urbanization in
Kazakhstan.
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Introduction

History clearly demonstrates that the main
achievements of civilization are inextricably
linked with the growth of cities. The development
of cities contributed to the growth of the welfare of
society, and the development of culture and social
life. The proof of this is the level of urbanization
- the percentage of the urban population to the
total population of the country - which is high in
developed countries and low in countries with
low per capita income.

In most countries of the world, there is a
steady trend towards urbanization, which is a
natural consequence and incentive of economic

development going through the stages of
industrialization and post-industrialization [1].
So, since 2018, the share of the urban population
exceeds the share of the rural population. The gap
is increasing every day and will only increase.
According to the UN, by 2050 the share of the
world>s urban population will be 2/3 (68%) of the
world>s population [2]. For comparison: back in
the 1950s, the share of the urban population was
30%. A similar ratio of the world population in
favor of the rural population was in the 1960s,
and in less than a century the picture of world
settlement is moving towards acquiring a polar
appearance. It is obvious that cities are gradually
becoming the main form of human settlement,
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Urbanization as a global trend: causes and consequences

and the process of urban population growth and
the role of cities in the development of society -
urbanization - is becoming a global trend.

times, have been
places of concentration of human life, places
and overthrows, historical
discoveries and events. Several centuries later,

Since ancient cities

of achievements

similar processes continue to occur in cities.
On top of this, cities are facing unprecedented
population growth rates.

Research methods

The interdisciplinary method was chosen
as the main method of studying urbanization
as a global trend. Historical, sociological, and
comparative research methods were also used
to confirm the global nature of urbanization
processes.

Discussion

The trend of urbanization is global. For
example, the population of Lagos, the capital of
Nigeria, in 1975 was 7.2 million. By 2030, it will
grow to 24 million. Across Nigeria, the proportion
of the urban population has increased eightfold
over the same period of time. Even more eloquent
is the fact that in the same 1975, there were only
three ten-million agglomerations in the world -
Tokyo, New York, and Mexico City. Today there
are already 31 of them, and by 2030 there will be
ten more.

It is worth noting that despite the global
nature, the levels of urbanization in different
geographical regions vary greatly. A comparison
of the levels of urbanization and socio-economic
development of different countries shows a direct
relationship between these indicators.

Table 1. The share of the urban population of
the 10 largest economies in the world in 2020

Share of the Country’s
Country .
urban population status
USA 82.7% developed
China 61.4% developing
Japan 91.8% developed

Germany 77.5% developed

UK 83.9% developed

India 34.9% developing
France 81% developed

Italy 71% developed

Canada 81.6% developed

Republic of | 81.4% developed

Korea

Cities are experiencing what Brookings
Institution researcher calls a
«metropolitan revolution.» Financial capitals
- New York and London - are turning into the
world>s largest centers. This process is typical

Bruce Katz

for many other cities undergoing similar
transformations caused by the global trend

toward urbanization [3].

Causes of urbanization

The wave of urban population growth is

driven by the desire of more and more people to
get access to the best social and economic benefits
(better education, healthcare, housing, career
opportunities, business, and self-realization).

The main causes of urbanization:

1. Industrialization - the transition from the
traditional stage of development to the industrial
one - has expanded employment opportunities,
giving people the opportunity to work in modern
sectors of the economy.

2. Commercialization. Commerce and trade
are related to the general idea that cities provide
better opportunities compared to rural areas.

3. Developed sphere of goods and services.
Living in cities has many social advantages -
better living conditions, better healthcare, better
conditions for recreation, and a better social life
in general.

4. Technology development. In the age of
digitalization, many human needs are quickly
met thanks to the development of technologies
that are mostly concentrated in cities.

Global urbanization has led to the fact that
cities have become drivers of economic growth.
According to economic geographer Z. N. Galich,
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Table 2. The ratio of the shares of the rural and urban population
of the world from 1960 to 2020

Type 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018 2019 2020
Rural 66,4% 63,4% 60,7% 57% 53,3% 48,4% 44,7% 44,3% 43,8%
Urban 33,6% 36,6% 39,3% 43% 46,7% 51,6% 55,3% 55,7% 56,2%

urbanization is a prerequisite for development.
The more employed people there are in a city,
the higher the economic growth. Therefore,
urbanization is not just relocation, but also the
participation of people in global economic life
[4]. For example, 65% of the US population lives
in cities and produces 75% of the country>s GDP.

Urbanization in Kazakhstan

Since the 1960s, there are two periods of
urbanization can be distinguished in Kazakhstan:

1. The period (1960-1991),
characterized by Soviet urban planning. A
distinctive feature of this period is the lack of
connection between urban growth and economic
growth;

2. The period of independent Kazakhstan
(1991-present) is characterized by the process of
nation-building: the transfer of the capital, the
repatriation of ethnic Kazakhs, the promotion of
a multi-ethnic society, the transition to a market

Soviet

economy.

According to the analytical portal Finprom,
the share of the urban population in Kazakhstan
is 58.5%. In 2020, the two largest cities of the
country demonstrate the highest population
growth rates: Nur-Sultan (+5.3%) and Almaty
(+3.3%) [5].

Urbanization is one of the priority directions
of the country>s development. According to the
State Program for the Development of Territories
for 2020-2025, by 2025 the level of urbanization in

the country should be 62.6%. At the same time, the
government seeks to control its growth, namely,
to ensure the gradual migration waves in order to
avoid overpopulation and social tension [6].

Consequences of urbanization

Despite the seemingly obvious reasons for
moving to cities, urban population growth has
negative effects, the main and main of which is
overpopulation. The infrastructure created in
citiesis designed for the needs of a certain number
of residents, and in case of its sharp increase, the
quality of services provided decreases.

To satisfy the needs of the urban population
and for the functioning of all urban systems, an
industrial complex (enterprises, factories) carries
its operation with waste, harmful emissions and
toxins. The activities of such enterprises play
a direct role in global warming and are a real
environmental problem on a planetary scale.

The World Health Organization also warns
about the harm to health that urbanization brings
with it. The main reason for this is the pollution of
fresh water reservoirs by enterprises serving the
needs of the urban population. The construction
of the main urban goods - roads, houses, buildings
- leads to a decrease in the groundwater level [8].
As a result, millions of people face a shortage of
clean water every day.

In addition to the above consequences, the
main negative consequence of the social effect
of urbanization is stratification - unequal access

Table 3. Ratios of the shares of rural and urban population of Kazakhstan from 1960 to 2020

Type 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018 2019 2020
Rural 558% | 49,8% | 459% | 43,7% | 439% | 432% | 42,6% | 42,5% | 42,3%
Urban 442% | 50,2% | 541% | 56,3% | 56,1% | 56,8% | 57,4% | 57,5% | 57,7%
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to social benefits and satisfaction of needs. As a and solve the problems and challenges created
result, stratification leads to marginalization and by urbanization.

an increase in criminality. Today, it is the cities Cities are the basis for the implementation
that are the center of crimes. of state industrialization programs, at the same
time, without being confined to the tasks of
industrialization, cities must adapt to post-

In recent decades, urbanization has acquired industrial trends, new challenges of our time,
a global scale. Urban population growth is developing new models of urban growth and
observed all over the world. Urbanizationhasboth ~ development.
significant advantages and disadvantages. If they The positive and negative consequences of
are not managed properly, these shortcomings urbanization are a complex reflection of the
will be detrimental to cities, countries and process,indicating its imperfection, as well as the
the planet as a whole. For the sustainability, need for control through public policy and self-
governments and the society need to cooperate government.

Conclusion

References

1.  YpOGanmsarus n mHaycrpuaansanys B KasaxcraHe: B3auMOCBsI3b, COCTOSTHVIE M TI€PCIIEKTUBHI. [Dek-
TpoH. pecypc]. — 2014. — URL: https://articlekz.com/article/8785. (aaTa obpamieny: 27.03.2022).

2. 68% of the world population is projected to live in urban areas by 2050 [2aexTpon. pecypc]. — — URL:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/2018-revision-of-world-urbanization-prospects.
html. (aara oOparmenms: 27.03.2022).

3. The Urbanization of the Globe. [Daexrpon. pecypc]. — 2018. — URL: https://www.usnews.com/news/
cities/articles/2018-10-02/the-urbanization-of-the-globe-what-it-means-for-our-growing-cities. (aara obpare-
Hust: 27.03.2022).

4.  Taamu 3.H. Ypbanusarus u Merarmoamnsanyst Kak I100a4bHbIN Ipolecc (0030p). [DaekTpoH. pecypc].
—2015. — URL: https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/urbanizatsiya-i-megapolizatsiya-kak-globalnyy-protsess-obzor/
viewer. (aara ooparenns: 27.03.2022).

5. Ypbanmsanusa 2020: KOAMIECTBO TOPOACKIX JKUTEAEN yBEAUINMAOCDH 3a rog Ha 1,8%, ceabckux — Bce-
ro Ha 0,5%. B neaom Hac, KasaxcraHIes, Terreps Ha 1,3% 0oabllle, ueM rog Hasad. [DaeKTpon. pecypc]. — 2020.
- URL: https://finprom.kz/ru/article/urbanizaciya-2020-kolichestvo-gorodskih-zhitelej-uvelichilos-za-god-na-
18-selskih-vsego-na-05-v-celom-nas-kazahstancev-teper-na-13-bolshe-chem-god-nazad. (aara obpamenus:
27.03.2022).

6. Tocyaapcrsennas mporpamma passutus pernonos Ha 2020-2025 roant. [DaexTpon. pecypc]. — 2020. —
URL: https://www.primeminister.kz/ru/gosprogrammy/gosudarstvennaya-programma-razvitiya-regionov-na-
2020-2025-gody-9111157. (aara obparenns: 27.03.2022).

7.  Tabauma 1, 2, 3. [Daexrpon. pecypc]. — 2020. — URL: https://svspb.net/danmark/gorod-selo.php. (aara
obOparmenns: 27.03.2022).

8. Urbanization and Water Quality. [9aekTpon. pecypc]. — 2018. — URL: https://www.usgs.gov/special-
topics/water-science-school/science/urbanization-and-water-quality. (1aTa oOparenmt: 27.03.2022).

b.b. broaerenosa, O.K. TypemypaTtos
A.H. T'ymunres amoindazor Eypasus yammorx yrusepcumemi, Acmana, Kasaxcman

Yp6aamnsanms xxahaHagbIK TpeH peTiHAe: ceGerrTepi MeH caagapnl
Angarma. Exeari 3damanHaH Oepi Kadadap ajdaMAapAbl KBI3BIKTBIPATBIH OPBIH, OV MEH MHHOBAIIVISHBIH

OpPTaAbIFB 001451 OHEPKOCIIITIK PEBOAIOLII JKoHe OAaH KeMiHTi MHAYCTPUAAAHABIPY ajaMAapAbIH aybLAJBIK
JKepaepJeH KalaJlapra KelllyiH aifTapAbIKTall >KeAeAAeTTi. VIHTepHeT IeH TeXHOAOTIVHBIH Iaiiga 00Aysl MeH
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B.B. Byulegenova, O.Zh. Turemuratov

AaMybl KaJdadapAblH KapKbIHABI ©CyiH Harbl3 cepIlidicke aliHaAAbIpAbl. ByriHri TaHaa xadasap e3 eaepiHiH
91eyMeTTiK, DKOHOMIKAABIK, CasCU JKoHe MdJeHM OMipiHiH opTaAbIKTapbl OOABII TabbAaAbl. bya makaaasa
ypOaHU3aIMsHBIH ayKbIMBIH TYCiHAipyTe >kKoHe Oaraslay¥a, COHAAll-aK OHBIH OJaH 9pi OapbICBIH OO/Kay¥Fa ThI-
pricaabl. Makasasa cOHFBI OipHeIlle OH>XKBLAABIKTA II1aHETapPABIK MacIiTabKa 1e 004faH ypOaHM3anys Iporeci
KapacThIpbLAFaH. 3epTTey HbICaHHI KahaHABIK TpeHA peTiHje KapacTeipblaadbl. Ty>KbpIppIMaaMada Ooaamiakra
Kala ajaMAapAbl KOHBICTaHABIPYABIH HETisri MoJeaiHe alfHaAaTBIHBI KepceTiareH. ¥YpOaHMU3aIusa SKOHOMMKA-
ABIK ©CyMeH TiKeaell OallAaHBICTHI AeTeH TeopusI KapacThpblaabl, OCbLAATIIIa OHBIH HeTi3ri KO3FayIIsl Kyl 60-
Aaapl. KapacThIpbLABIIT OTHIpFaH IIPOLIECTIH OH JKoHe Tepic cebenTepi MeH caadapsl 3epTTeaei. Aram aifTkaHAa,
Makasaga Kasakcranga ypOaHAaly KapacTeIpbliabl XoHe TUIIOAOTHAAaHaAbl. byaH Oacka, MaKadada >KaAIITbl
aaeM/e, coHaaii-ak Kasakcranaa Kada SKoHe aybla XaAKbIHBIH ©CYy KapKbIHbBI Tad4aHaAbl >KoHe CaAbICThIPhlAaAbl.
Tyin ce3aep: ypbangady mpoliectepi, Kala XaAKbl, Kadaaapabiy ecyi, Kasakcranaars! ypbanaaay.

b.b. broaerenosa, O.K. TypemypaTtos
Espasuiicxkuil nayuonarvhuiil yrusepcumem um. A.H. I'ymuresa, Acmana, Kasaxcman

YVpOanmsamis Kak rA100aAbHBIN TPEHA: IIPUYMHDI M IIOCAeACTBUSI

AnnoTams. V3apesae ropoja 6141 MecTaMU IPUTSKEHNS AI0ell, IIeHTPOM MBICAM U MHHOBanwmii. [1po-
MBIITIA€HHAs PEBOAIOINS U ITOCAeA0BaBIIas 3a Hell MHAYCTPUaAN3anysl 3aMeTHO YCKOPUAT Tlepee3  AI0Aeit 13
CeAbCKMX MecTHOCTell B ropoga. IlosiBaeHne u pa3suTie MHTepHeTa U TeXHOAOTUI IIpeBpaTUAU CTPeMUTeAb-
HBII POCT TOPOAOB B HacTosuit Oym. CerogHs ropoga — 9T0 IIeHTPBI COIIMAABHOM, DKOHOMUYECKOM, ITOANTH-
9ecKOi M KyALTYPHOI KM3HM CBOMX CTpaH. B HacTosIel craTtbe gaHa IIOIBITKA OOBACHUTH U OLIEHUTDh Mac-
mtabbl ypOaHM3anuy, a Takke CIIPOTHO3MpPOBATh ee JaAbHeNIni Xoa. B ctaTbe mccaesyercs mpuoOpeTInii
3a I10cAeHMe HeCKOABKO AeCATUAeTUI I11aHeTapHblil MaciuTad mpouecc ypoanusanuu. OOLeKT 1ccaeA0BaHIs
paccMaTpuBaeTcsl Kak ra00aabHbii TpeHa. OTpaskeHo IIOHATHE O TOM, UTO B OyAyIlleM ropog CTaHeT OCHOBHOIA
MOJeAbIO pacceleHus Aloaeit. PaccMoTpena Teopus O TOM, 4TO ypOaHM3alMs HAIIPAMYIO KOppeAupyeT ¢ 9KO-
HOMMYECKIM POCTOM, TeM CaMBIM SBASASICH €0 OCHOBHBIM ApaiiBepoM. VccaeayioTcs: IpUYMHBI U TTOCAE€ACTBILS
paccmaTpuBaeMoro Iporjecca. Cpean IocAeACTBUI PacCMOTPEHBI KaK I0A0XKIUTeAbHbIe, TaK ¥ OTpUIlaTeAbHbIe
CTOpOHBI ypOaHusaruu. B craTee, B yacTHOCTH, paccMoTpeHa ypOanusanms B Kazaxcrane. Jana ee TUIIOA0THS.
Kpowme Toro, B cTaThe aHaAM3UPYIOTCS T@MIIBI POCTa I'OPOACKOTO HaceAeHMs! U MX COOTHOIIEHMUsS C CeAbCKUM
Hace/JeHIeM KaK BO BCeM Mupe B I1ea10M, Tak 1 B Kazaxcrane B gacTHOCTH.

Karouesble caoBa: ypOaHM3aI[MOHHEIE ITPOIECCH], TOPOACKOe HaceAeHMe, POCT ropo4os, ypOaHu3alus B
Kazaxcrane.
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